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Poson

oson poyadayisthe

most significant day
for SriLankan Buddhists.
Arahath Maha Mahinda
Therocameto SriLanka
onaPoson poyaday, with
the supreme message of
the Buddhaincluding, the
fournoble truth and the
profoundteachings. King
Devanampiyathissathe
ruler of SriLanka, atthat
time metthis noble seven-
member group headed by
Arahath Maha Mahinda
Thero at Mihinthala Cliffin
Anuradhapurafor the first
time. With the respectful
invitation of the King ,this
noble group was willing to
spread the message of
Dhamma.

Inthisfirst meeting,
afterintroducing himself
and hisnoble group, the
Arahath Maha Mahinda
Theroexplainedtothe
King, the purpose oftheir
journeytothisisland. For
the benevolence of the Sri
Lankans, Arahath Maha
Mahinda Thero settled
downinthis country with
theintension of conveying
the profound teachings of
the Buddha. With
immense respecttothe
Buddha, Dhamma, and
Sanga, the Kingandthe
people offered the
Mahamewuna Parkto the
Buddha Sasana and built
the first Monastery which
became the Center of
Buddhist propagation.

King Devanampiya-
thissa, QueenAnula, the
ministers andthe public
soughtrefuge inthe Noble
Triple Gem. Arahath Maha
Mahinda Thero preached
the “Chulla Haththipado-
pama Sutta” to the devo-
tees.ThentheKing
inquired asto howthe

Message

Buddha Sasanawasto be
establishedin SriLanka.
Arahath Maha Mahinda
Therothen explained that
someone bornin SriLanka
should getordained and
disciplined in Dhammafor
the proper establishment
ofthe Buddha Sasanain
the country.

Minister Arittha and fifty
five followers consented to
be ordained and thatwas
the inception ofaproper
Buddha Sasanain Sri
Lanka.

Not only the establish-
ment ofthe Buddha
Sasana, butalsothe posi-
tive changetothe entire
socio-economic culture of
SriLankawas the most
significantresult ofthe
arrival of Arahath Maha
Mahinda Thero. The
Economy, Art, Agriculture,
Languages, Irrigation Sys-
temsetc. , were developed
in SriLanka by the guid-
ance ofthe new traditions
and by the diversly skilled
individuals and artisans
who cametothe county
later.

SriLankansbecame
spiritually well cultured
and prosperous as aresult
ofthe Dhammaandthe
Buddhist principals intro-
duced by Arahath Maha
Mahinda Thero and his fol-
lowers.

Arahath Maha Mahinda
Theroisthusrespected by
the SriLankans and would
only be considered sec-
ondtothe Buddha.

May all of you be well
and happy by the bless-
ings of the Buddha, Dham-
maand Sanghaonthis
Poson poyaday!

Dr. Mirisse
Dhammika Thero
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